916 S. Swanson Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
(215) 389-1513
www.preserveoldswedes.org

Board Meeting Minutes
Details

Attendees

Date: May 13, 2019, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Location: Riverside Hall

Board Members: Candace Roberts, Mark Roberts, Amy
Grant, Peggy Buescher, Mary Ryan, Bob Stewart, Christine
Pickup, Jerry Walker, Michael Schreiber, Ray Spera

Attachments: Board Packet (May 2019)

Ex officio: Rev. Patricia Cashman

Action Items
Pending
- Inquire with property committee to see if a structural engineering report was generated for the

church roof.
Add a field to the guest book located inside the church for collecting email addresses.
Send letters to visitors who supplied us with their mailing addresses.
Amy Grant and Candace Roberts to draft a sample year-end fundraising letter
The Swedish American Chamber of Commerce asked us for a master calendar so that they can
promote our events (Lucia, Spirits & History, etc) in their monthly newsletter; waiting for list of
church-sponsored events.
- Check east wall of sacristy for potential water damage.
- Mark Roberts to order sample churchyard signage featuring Caleb Cushing.

-

Completed
- Candace Roberts met with the Vestry to identify dates for our lecture series.
- Candace Roberts mailed copies of Founders Magazine to our 100 Founding Members.
- Jeanette Woehr, Amy Grant and Mark Roberts met with Materials Conservation to identify
gravestones to repair.

- Amy Grant created a poster to help promote “The Perils of the Sea” (large and small formats).
- Candace Roberts assisted Michael Schreiber with creating a PowerPoint presentation for “The
Perils of the Sea.”

- Amy Grant added feature to MailChimp so that our monthly newsletters are automatically
posted to our Facebook page.

FOUNDERS Magazine
- Michael Schreiber has been distributing copies of FOUNDERS Magazine to various locations

throughout the neighborhood. He also stopped by the Independence Visitors Center, who
requested that we provide no more than 500 copies of any our promotional materials.
- Mark Roberts started that we have brochures on hand that we can give to the Visitors
Center.
- We only printed 350 copies of our inaugural issue and we are running out, though we have
enough left to distribute at “The Perils of the Sea.”
- Since Quantum Think generously paid for this printing, the funds to print the magazine did
not come from the HGDPC budget.
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- Michael is wondering if it would be possible to print an additional 300 copies. He

suggested that the proceeds from “The Perils of the Sea” be diverted toward an additional
print run.

Fundraising Idea
- John Marceline has oﬀered to donate and cook food as a summer fundraiser.
- He would like the event to be family friendly and take place this June or July.
- Alan Segal oﬀered to have a jazz trio play at the event.
- Cost would be $40 per person; John can guarantee at least 40 attendees.
- The board agreed that this would be a great event and would like to schedule it.
Lecture Series
- “The Perils of the Sea” history lecture on 5/15 at 7 pm.
- Michael Schreiber will be giving a talk on the mariners that were featured in our Spring 2019
issue of FOUNDERS Magazine.

- The lecture will take place inside the Sanctuary. After the lecture, guests will be invited to

join us for a Q&A/cheesecake tasting inside Riverside Hall. We will ask for a small donation
for the food and drinks.
- Cheesecake $5 per slice; moscato wine $5; coﬀee, tea and water are free.
- Candace Roberts suggested that the DipJar could be used to collect donations toward the
food and drinks.
- Mark Roberts, Candace Roberts, Amy Grant and Michael Schreiber will be meeting at 5:00
pm to set up.
- Michael would like use of a podium; Peggy Buescher suggested that he use the lectern as it
has a light.
- “Underground Philadelphia” history lecture on 9/18 at 7 pm.
- Local authors Harry Kyriakodis and Joel Spivak have recently published a book about
Philadelphia’s historical uses of underground spaces from caves, tunnels, and transit
systems.
- Amy Grant will work with Harry and Joel on developing promotional materials (posters, press
releases, etc.)
- Amy Grant worked with the church oﬃce to identify two additional dates for lectures this fall:
Oct 16, Nov 13.
- Mary Ryan described a podcast called “Twisted Philly” that focuses on unsolved local
mysteries. She suggested that the producer could be a good fit for our October lecture.
Mary will reach out to the producer.
- Other ideas:
- Panel discussion on climate change; how the Delaware River rising could impact Gloria
Dei Church.
- Museum biologists at the Museum of Natural History who study the Delaware River.
- Philadelphia Water Department, conservation and protection; rain barrel demonstration.
- Advertising:
- Once all three lectures are confirmed, should we create a banner for the brick wall?
- Advertise our talks and recruit for speakers at local universities.
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Other Business
• Reviewed April 2019 minutes, will approve next month
• Financial Report:
• Spirits and History: As of today, we have collected approximately $5,229.41 in income,
we also received $2,153.43 in kind gifts; expenses were $13.10 in bank fees and other
costs were $804.74; our net was $4,411.57.
• We have about $50,000 in the bank; we need another $16,000 to match the funding
we requested from the Keystone Grant. Candace Roberts hopes that we will bridge
some of this gap by recruiting additional founding members.
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